
18 May campaign overview



1.04 million children from 9,745 schools ventured 
into the great outdoors.

Teachers in 81 countries across all 7 continents 
reconnected students with the world beyond walls.

1,456 parents pledged their support to the 
campaign.

Over 40 million people had the opportunity to see, 
read or hear about the campaign.

HEADLINES

https://twitter.com/lynnr1984/status/864578004118319105


9,745 SCHOOLS IN 81 COUNTRIES PUT 
THEIR SCHOOL ON THE MAP



LEADER BOARD (NO. OF CHILDREN)
United Kingdom & Ireland 467,177
United States of America 154,707
Brazil 153,668

Canada 114,063
Portugal 38,801
Spain 38,596
France 10,881
Turkey 9,252
Australia 6,390
Israel 5,103
South Africa 4,629
United Arab Emirates 2,872
Finland 2,798
New Zealand 2,513
Mexico 2,470
Sweden 2,286
Croatia 2,234
China 1,690
Singapore 1,516
Romania 1,487

Saudi Arabia 1,400
Macedonia 1,362
Latvia 1,354
Serbia 1,353
Bulgaria 1,059
Lithuania 977
Thailand 942
Malta 894
India 686
Indonesia 670
Trinidad & Tobago 618
Greece 564
Switzerland 462
Poland 406
Germany 350
Italy 283
Korea South 278
Slovenia 264
Venezuela 250
Iceland 247

Egypt 230
Gambia 210
Nigeria 210
Czech Republic 169
Cyprus 146
Denmark 137
The Netherlands 124
Panama 120
Nepal 100
Senegal 100
Japan 92
Ukraine 87
Taiwan 79
Bosnia & Herzegovina 74
Kenya 74
Belgium 63
Uruguay 60
Austria 51
Norway 50
Malaysia 46

Colombia 40
Jordan 40
Tanzania 39
Honduras 38
Hungary 25
Kazakhstan 25
Lebanon 25
Palestinian State* 25
Qatar 25
Bolivia 23
Slovakia 22
Algeria 20
Vietnam 20
Barbados 19
Benin 16
Azerbaijan 14
Russia 13
Bangladesh 10
Andorra 1



ON THE DAY

CHINA

The first adventurers to go outdoors were 
in Australia, New Zealand, China, India…

NEW ZEALAND: Cross 
grouping (multiple ages 

working together); 
scavenger hunting; 

bonfires and s'mores; 
getting dirty! Lots of 

whanau (family) 
involvement.

INDIA: “I'm planning the 
activities which are 

joyful and provide the 
children with enough 
learning experiences. 
these activities can be 

done with children with 
special needs also.” 

AUSTRALIA

https://twitter.com/kimbrap/status/865035414041640966
https://twitter.com/Teach_on_beach/status/865590127002865665


ON THE DAY

BULGARIA: “All students are 
going to have their lessons 

outdoors. We planned different 
activities such as project work 

using natural materials; painting 
with a chalk, Measurement of the 

school building; lunch outside; 
birds observation.” 

UK
FRANCE

Children rushed to get outdoors in the 
UK, Finland, France, Bulgaria…

FINLAND: “Begin with an 
active morning on the sports 
field, children choose which 

activity they want to 
participate in. Encourage ICT, 
library, and ict to go outside. 
Outdoor PE. Children have 
been spending a lot of time 

outdoors already 3-5 hours a 
day is my goal. Last week 

they told me they wanted to 
make a new school, called 
'outside' school'. Fantastic 

that they've picked up on my 
personal inquiry.”

https://twitter.com/Blue_Coat_Play/status/865149998618509312


ON THE DAY Children in Scotland, Spain and Turkey 
joined them…

SPAIN
TURKEY SCOTLAND

https://twitter.com/KA_Nursery/status/866952173367812096
https://twitter.com/salesianosatoch/status/866614195009331200
https://www.instagram.com/p/BUQ11vEl-Gd/


ON THE DAY While it was winding down in some areas, 
kids in Canada, USA and South America
were waking up for outdoor adventures!

SPAIN
CANADA

USA
BRAZIL

https://twitter.com/2MmePage/status/866855807043813376
https://www.instagram.com/p/BUYUYTSgEqx/
https://twitter.com/brita31/status/865211702551486464


ON THE DAY Around the world, children and teachers 
embraced the #DirtIsGood philosophy!

SINGAPORE
CHINA

USA

https://twitter.com/thansen_edu/status/865096261518581760
https://twitter.com/aredmond110/status/865012760962244610
https://twitter.com/virginia_valle_/status/868008906965909504


ON THE DAY Weather didn't stop kids going outdoors, 
they even celebrated in Antarctica!

ANTARCTICA

MINNESOTA

https://twitter.com/hsxantarctica/status/865132485776224256


ON THE DAY Some schools invited parents to join in 
the fun…

GREECE: “For our 
children to go to 
the forest as they 
normally do but 

invite their 
parents too” 

SINGAPORE

https://www.cis.edu.sg/camps-events/outdoorlearning


ON THE DAY And parents told us what time outdoors 
means to them and their children…

WALES: “My daughter 
proudly told her older 
sister she’s outdoors 

all day getting 
muddy! Well done 
@CorytonPrimary.” 

ISLE OF WIGHT



IMPACT Teachers told us about the difference Outdoor 
Classroom Day made…

MIAMI

SINGAPORE

https://twitter.com/MissBurnsBVP/status/865322637727342595


HITTING THE HEADLINES
The campaign generated some lovely pieces of media coverage…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=60W9_99fM3c
http://www.ltwmag.com/news/april_2017/go_jetters_embark_on_project_dirt.aspx
https://www.treehugger.com/culture/one-million-kids-are-heading-nature-outdoor-classroom-day.html


AND THE WINNER IS…
And to top it all off, later that day the campaign won an award!

And the winner 
of Best Global 

Education 
Project is…

http://academytoday.co.uk/Article/double-win-for-outdoor-classroom-day-campaign


The movement needs you! 
Join in the fun on 7 September: 

www.outdoorclassroomday.com
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